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Welcome and thanks for coming!
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4C Description of Work … (2012)

Firstly, there is a need for more curation to take place […].

Secondly (and by way of facilitating the first need) a richer 
and more varied mix of curation solutions and services 
needs to be on offer from a more diverse range of 
providers and vendors.

Where we started from …
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The 4C DoW continued …

The uncertainty surrounding the costs involved with preserving and curating digital content has been 
an inhibitor on the development of tools and services by software vendors. 

The software tools that currently exist are mostly the result of short-term R&D projects and often have 
an academic bias. They don't generally have active user support nor are offered as fully-functioning 
services (although the Open Planets Foundation and the PrestoCentre are attempting to address this 
issue). 

This factor, combined with relatively low awareness of digital curation cost issues in the business 
sector, has contributed to larger and mainstream software vendors neglecting the topic. Whilst the 4C 
project cannot solve all the digital curation problems that businesses face, it can provide clear 
evidence and guidance to software vendors about user requirements that have been gathered with 
cost-effectiveness and efficiency as the key criteria. 

This should help them to develop competitive solutions and services that will provide business with 
the tools that it needs.
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4C Roadmap
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